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a fee-paying basis.     No charge is made for the examination of advisory
samples.
In connection with the examination of the milk from designated whole-
sale producers, dairies receiving such milk, if their laboratory facilities are
adequate and they are willing to co-operate, are allowed to do so.    Samples
of these types of milk from small dairies and producer-retailers is obtained
directly by official sampling officers.    It should be noted, however, that any
tests which are likely to form the basis of statutory action are, of course,
obtained by the sampling staffs of the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries.
Certain dairies employ their own advisory staffs on routine farm advisory
work and refer difficult cases to the National Agricultural Advisory Service.
It is probable, in practice, that only the very large distributors are doing so
and that the bulk of  the unsatisfactory cases will be dealt with by the
County Staffs.    Close co-operation between the trade advisers and the staffs
of the Milk Marketing Board and the National Agricultural Advisory Service
is envisaged and that the consistency of necessary advice given has been
agreed.    Nothing has been done which alters the right of the Milk Marketing
Board to cancel a milk-selling contract, although, as already emphasised
previously, there has always appeared to be a strange reluctance to deal with
the problem of the unsatisfactory producer in a logical manner.    Obviously,
if a producer's registration is cancelled by the Ministry of Agriculture and
Fisheries, there appears to be little point in allowing a contract for the sale
of milk issued by the Milk Marketing Board to remain in force.   The advisory
service to dairies on problems of milk handling and plant control has con-
tinued on former lines.
Measures to Improve the Quality of the Nation's Milk Supply
The Government White Paper (Cmd. 6454) under the above title, was
submitted to Parliament in July, 1943 and suggested striking innovations
not only in production and distribution of milk, but also in methods of
supervision and administration, and it is these latter proposals which
caused considerable discussion and protests from many interested parties.
The chief points are outlined briefly below with such comments as the
authors feel are necessary, while general comments on the suggestions will
be found on the pages which follow.
Briefly, the proposals are as follows :
(1)  Improvement to be brought about in the health of cattle -which comprise
the milk-producing herds of this country including rearing and use of better bulls,
culling of unthrifty or diseased cows and development of a more enlightened
breeding policy.
Little fault can be found with this suggestion as it is an improvement long
overdue and must obviously be the starting point for any long-term improve-
ment both in the quantity and quality of the milk supplies. The compulsory
attestation of all herds producing tuberculin-tested milk which is to operate
in the near future is bound to give satisfaction to those interested in animal
health.
(2)  Every herd of milk-producing animals throughout the country is to be
inspected by veterinary inspectors at least once annually.    Tuberculin-tested
herds will be tested bi-annually as at present.    Alterations are suggested in
respect of Accredited herds which will be inspected once annually if milk from,
such cattle is to be heat-treated or every three months, as at present, if such milk
is to be sold in its raw state.    If, however, an Accredited herd is also attested, it